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Who I am 

I graduated from The University of Pennsylvania in 2002 with a BA in English literature. After 

completing my undergraduate studies I wrote for several weekly newspapers in California and 

Philadelphia. Eventually I ended up working for my family's business, The Raab Collection, a 

company that buys and sells historical documents and autographs. By virtue of necessity I 

ended up doing a lot of our graphic design work and work with our website and computer 

system. After many years I was finally able to leave The Raab Collection to realize my dream of 

becoming a teacher and computer science seemed like the perfect fit. I am a dedicated teacher, 

love what I do and finding better ways in which to do it. I am always on the lookout for ways in 

which to better our school and tech curriculum. 

 

What I do 

I teach grades 1-8 Technology Education and Computer Science. I work with classroom and 

subject teachers on cross-curricular projects and help them integrate technology into their 

classrooms. Although I am in no way an IT support person, I do serve as the first line of defense 

with tech issues in the building and service our student devices as part of our bring your own 

device program for grades 5-8. 

 

How I got started teaching coding and computer programming 

 Began teaching at The Independence School in 2012. 

 The curriculum needed a shot in the arm. 

 In 2013 started researching the possibility of teaching computer programming and 

coding in class. 

o The idea of turning our students from consumers of tech into creators of tech is 

what initially got me thinking.  

o How can this be accomplished at its most basic level? Coding and computer 

programming.  

 Tested the idea by using Codeacademy.com to run a tutorial in the coding language 

Ruby. 

 After running this at the middle school level, I realized that a raw coding language was 

perhaps not the best place to start.  

o Even the brightest students become easily frustrated if their syntax is incorrect 

and the script does not run do to a missed period or comma.  
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 Put Codeacademy.com in the category of “advanced,” “extra work” or “can do after 

finished first part of course.” 

 Decided to find a way to introduce coding at the 1st grade level and build sequentially 

on that start.  

 Was introduced to Code.org and attended their special training session. 

 Became hooked and created a separate sequential coding curriculum to be implemented 

in Technology class for all grades. 

Some Student Benefits of Learning to Code 

 

Skills built upon by coding: 

1. Problem-solving  

2. Logic 

3. Geometry  

4. Math 

5. Vocabulary and spelling (for younger students) 

"Ninety percent of schools just don't even teach it. So if you're a parent and your school doesn't even 

offer this class, your kids aren't going to have the preparation they need for the 21st century,"   

 -Hadi Partovi, co-founder of the nonprofit Code.org.  

 
How You Can Start Teaching Coding in Your School or Classroom 

 You do not need to be a computer science major in order to teach coding. You do not 

even need to know how to code in order to teach it.  

 It is never too early to start. Kindergarten students are able to begin learning to code.  

 If you want to add coding into your curriculum, whether it be tech or otherwise, there 

are so many ways in which to do so. In the end all you have to do is do it. 

 Hour of code 

 Scratch activities 

 Unplugged activities from code.org 

 Activities from madewithcode.com - a coding website hosted by Google 

If you do not have room or time for a fully integrated and sequential coding curriculum: 

 Use coding time as a reward 

 Add an hour of code time to lessons every week 

 Give coding assignments as extra credit 

Some Useful Resources: 

Code.org 

Codeacademy.com 

Scratch.mit.edu 

Tynker.com 

Madewithcode.com 

Khanacademy.org 
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